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FAITH AND REVELATION DL SYLLABUS - Fr. Brian Mullady, O.P.

1. COURSE DESCRIPTION

St. Irenaeus says, “The glory of God is man fully alive, but man fully alive is man when he sees God.” The
vision of God in heaven is an end beyond nature but not contrary to nature. One cannot arrive at it without
faith and grace. Faith is not contrary to reason, but reason’s fulfillment. In this course | intend to show why
modern European ideas both within and outside the Catholic Church have led to the conclusion that faith is
contrary to reason. Then | wish to show the relation of theology, the science of faith to reason and why
theology is the queen of the sciences identifying its nature and method. Finally, | will examine the nature of
the act of faith itself and how it relates to other kinds of human knowledge.

2. ENVISIONED OUTCOMES

e Students will demonstrate an understanding of the difficulties in modern philosophical thought
embracing the fact that there is a science of faith;

e Students will demonstrate an understanding of the necessity of another knowledge than reason for
human fulfillment;

e Students will demonstrate an understanding of the nature and method of the science of theology;
e Students will demonstrate an understanding of the nature of faith in relationship to reason; and

e Students will demonstrate an understanding of the teaching of the Vatican Il document on faith and
revelation, Dei Verbum

3. COURSE SCHEDULE (Assignments Due at End of Week)

You will need to listen to the audio lectures assigned for each week. The corresponding Internet lecture notes
refer to the audio lectures. You should compare the topics with the notes and the assigned texts when
preparing your discussion board posts and 3-page papers and when studying for your final exam.

Week 1 - Lesson 1: Introduction
Assignment: Those who are new to Distance Learning whom | have never tutored in the program
should write me a short (one page at most) biography explaining to me who you are and why you are
taking the course.

Week 2 - Lesson 2: The Wonder of Knowledge and How It Relates to the Knowledge of God

Week 3 - Lesson 3: The Problem of the Supernatural Order and Modern Philosophy
Assignment: 1% Discussion Posting and Response Due

Week 4 - Lesson 4. The Natural Desire to See God and the Supernatural Order
Assignment: 1* Paper Due over Module One, Lessons 1-4. Topic: How does the solution of the St.
Thomas to the problem of the natural desire to see God touch the doctrine of the necessity of
revelation for human fulfillment and its relationship to both the Catholic theology and European
philosophy of the last 400 years?

Week 5 - Lesson 5: The Nature and Object of Theology (1)

Week 6 - Lesson 6: The Nature and Object of Theology (Il)

Week 7 - Lesson 7: The Nature and Method of Theology
Assignment: 2" Discussion Posting and Response Due

Week 8 - Lesson 8: The Science of Faith

Week 9 - Lesson 9: The Method of Theology
Assignment: 2 Paper Due over Module Two, Lessons 5-9. Topic: : Explain the correct
understanding of the formal and material object of theology and how this relates to the methodology
of this science



Week 10 - Lesson 10: Faith (1)
Week 11 - Lesson 11: Faith (ll)
Week 12 - Lesson 12: Revelation and Faith in Vatican Il
Assignment: 3" Discussion Posting and Response Due
Week 13 - Lesson 13: Conclusion
Assignment: 3¢ Paper Due over Module Three, Lessons 10-13. Topic: Define and explain the
nature of faith being sure to distinguish it from doubt, opinion and ordinary human science.
Week 16 — Schedule your final examination

4. COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Three Papers: The course requires in addition to the final that you write and send me three papers.

These papers are to be three pages, double-spaced, 12-point font (New Times Roman or Arial is
fine). Footnotes or end notes should be used, plus a Title page at the beginning. Proper academic
format should be used. The page limit is important in your practicing the succinct presentation of your
arguments, so do make the effort to stay within this parameter. Though the MLA Style Sheet and
Chicago Manual of Style permit parenthesis and short references within the text, | want you to use
foot or endnotes as this is an academic paper.

Please send in either Microsoft Word or Rich Text format to: FrBMullady@aol.com.

The audio lectures and notes should be clear enough for the papers. What you are to demonstrate on
these papers is that you have understood the material presented by the professor. It would be good
to quote from either lectures or notes.

If you do not receive word from me that | received your paper within a few days of your sending it, |
did not get it. If you do not get the corrected paper back within a week, or | did not remember to
attach it, please advise me. If you cannot make the deadline, please inform me of the reason. The
study questions at the end of the lessons are for the purpose of both private study and creating a
distance learning community experience.

The required reading for this class may be found in the notes: under the Course Documents tab on
the left you will find the Lessons, Lesson Reviews, and Review Questions.

Two Voluntary Discussion Forums
Two voluntary discussion areas have been made available to you in this course:

Water Cooler - this is for you to communicate with your fellow students about personal and spiritual
matters not related to the course. | will not monitor this forum, so feel free to discuss anything
important to you but to also not place items needing my response in this forum.

General Discussion - this is for course-related discussion. You may post questions about the
materials and topics, your thoughts and comments about the course concepts, etc. Be sure to
respond to the postings of your fellow students, the same as you would do in a traditional classroom. |
will monitor this forum, but please do not expect me to comment on all postings.

Do please use the General Discussion forum for all course-related questions that you would like to
ask of me, for if you have a question, chances are some of your fellow students have the same
question and will be able to join in the response. You may also contact me directly as | do not check
the General Discussion every day. Specific personal questions regarding your grades, extensions for
due dates, and private matters should be sent to me in an email: FrBMullady@aol.com. Questions
regarding the manner and method of the final exam should be addressed to Bob Mish in the distance
learning office: rmish@holyapostles.edu.

| will do my best to respond to you within 48-hours, but as noted below, | may be out-of-range of
Internet access for several days at a time.

Three Required Discussion Forums

In addition to the two general discussion areas, three required discussion forums, designed to
correspond to the three papers this course requires, have been created for the purpose of
assignment submission and peer review. Within each module, you are to choose one question from
among the lessons offered in that time period and post a 300-word response in the designated



container. You are also to pick by the last week of each module one answer to a question posted by
one of your classmates and write a 50-word response to that answer. | will monitor and comment
once on all the questions and answers, and this should help you to orient your mind to the material
within the module as you begin the process of writing your papers.

5. RESOURCES:

This class does not have videos or DVDs, but it is on audio CD. These may be purchased from Bob Mish at
the distance learning office: Faith and Revelation — CDs by Fr. Brian Mullady, O.P.

All the books should be available for purchase on the Internet using Amazon.com. They are: Thomas
Aquinas, Summa Theologiae 1,1 and 12; II-ll, 1-9; Summa Contra Gentiles, |, cc 1-10; Ill, cc 25-63; Faith,
Reason and Theology; Thomas Aquinas, Vatican Il, Dei Verbum; John Paul ll, Fides et Ratio (Faith and

Reason); Brian Mullady, Man’s Desire for God.

6. EVALUATION: (basis of evaluation with explanation regarding the nature of the
assignment and the percentage of the grade assigned to each item below)

Reflection papers 45% of grade (each worth 15% of the course grade); Discussion Module 30 % of grade
(each worth 10% of the course grade); Final Examination 25% of grade.

GRADING SCALE: A 93-100 A-90-92 B+ 87-89 B 83-86 B-80-82 C 70-79 F 69 and below

Grading Rubric for the Three Major Papers and Discussion Board (DB) Posting

0 — Major Paper

3 — Major Paper

6 — Major Paper

9 — Major Paper

12 — Major Paper

15 — Major Paper

0 — DB Posting 2 — DB Posting 4 — DB Posting 6 — DB Posting 8 — DB Posting 10 — DB Posting
CONTENT
Absence of Lack of Inadequate Adequate Solid Insightful

Understanding

Analysis shows no
awareness of the
discipline or its
methodologies as
the relate to the
topic

Understanding

Analysis seems to
misunderstand
some basic
concepts of the
discipline or lacks
ability to articulate
them.

understanding

Analysis is
sometimes unclear
in understanding or
articulating
concepts of the
discipline.

understanding

Analysis
demonstrates an
understanding of
basic concepts of the
discipline but could
express them with
greater clarity.

Understanding

Analysis
demonstrates a clear
understanding and
articulation of
concepts with some
sense of their wider
implications.

understanding

Analysis clearly
demonstrates an
understanding and
articulation of
concepts of the
discipline as they relate
to the topic; highlights
connections to other
concepts; integrates
concepts into wider
contexts.

RESEARCH

Missing Research

Paper shows no
evidence of
research: citation of
sources missing.

Inadequate
research and/or
documentation

Over-reliance on
few sources;
spotty
documentation of
facts in text;
pattern of citation
errors.

Weak research
and/or
documentation

Inadequate number
or quality of
sources; many
facts not
referenced; several
errors in citation
format.

Adequate research
and documentation
but needs
improvement

Good choice of
sources but could be
improved with some
additions or better
selection; did not
always cite sources;
too many citation
errors.

Solid research and
documentation

A number of relevant
scholarly sources
revealing solid
research; sources
appropriately
referenced in paper;
only a few minor
citation errors

Excellent critical
research and
documentation

Critically selected and
relevant scholarly
sources demonstrating
extensive, in-depth
research; sources
skillfully incorporated
into paper at all
necessary points; all
citations follow
standard bibliographic
format




WRITING & EXPRESSION

Incomplete writing

Analysis is only
partially written or
completely misses
the topic

Writing difficult
to understand,
serious
improvement
needed

Analysis fails to
address the topic;
confusing
organization or
development; little
elaboration of
position;
insufficient control
of sentence
structure and
vocabulary;
unacceptable
number of errors
in grammar,
mechanics, and
usage

Episodic writing,
a mix of strengths
and weaknesses.

Analysis noticeably
neglects or
misinterprets the
topic; simplistic or
repetitive
treatment, only
partially-
internalized; weak
organization and
development, some
meandering;
simple sentences,
below-level diction;
distracting errors in
grammar,
mechanics, and
usage

Acceptable writing,
but could use some
sharpening of skill

Analysis is an uneven
response to parts of
the topic; somewhat
conventional treatment;
satisfactory
organization, but more
development needed;
adequate syntax and
diction, but could use
more vigor; overall
control of grammar,
mechanics, and usage,
but some errors

Solid writing, with
something
interesting to say.

Analysis is an
adequate response
to the topic; some
depth and com-
plexity in treatment;
persuasive
organization and
development, with
suitable reasons and
examples; level-
appropriate syntax
and diction; mastery
of grammar,
mechanics, and
usage, with hardly
any error

command-level
writing, making a
clear impression

Analysis is a
thorough response
to the topic;
thoughtful and
insightful
examination of
issues; compelling
organization and
development ;
superior syntax and
diction; error-free
grammar,
mechanics, and
usage

COMMUNITY INTERACTION (50-word response)

Inadequate
response

Response merely
provides laudatory
encouragement for
original post, e.g.,
“Excellent post! You
really have thought
of something there.”

Poor response

Response misses
the point of the
original posting

Weak response

Response
summarizes
original posting to
which it responds

Acceptable response

Response makes a
contribution to the
posting to which it
responds

Individually-conscious
contributory response

Response makes a
contribution to the
posting to which it

responds and fosters its

development

Community-
conscious
contributory
response

Response
makes a
contribution to
the learning
community and
fosters its
development

In order to foster a community of learners, | ask that you make at least one 50-word response to one of your
colleagues in each of the three required discussion forums. The grade for these responses will be factored
into the grade you receive for the original post.

LESSON SUMMARIES - LESSON ONE

The primary problem of this course is nature and purpose of both divine revelation and faith. There is
knowledge besides reason which is necessary for the fulfillment of man. Both Scripture and philosophy affirm

this conclusion.

The Book of Genesis is clear that the supernatural order breathes through creation as is seen in the first few
verses where the Father is God, the Son speaks, and the Holy Spirit is the source of its goodness. The
Gospel according to St. John completes this scenario by proclaiming that The Word was in the beginning and
this Word is at the origin and fulfillment of the whole human race. Adam and Eve were created in the state of
grace and so had a pure faith by which they experienced intimacy with God. The Original Sin ends this but not

the necessity of the intimate experience with God.

Aristotle noticed the same truth. In his Metaphysics, he makes clear that the first philosophers wondered
about the causes of the world. They had a intuition of the truth that this cause was one. But because they
were materialists, they assigned this cause to something material. As philosophers progressed, they realized
that nothing material can be the explanation for all things. This cause must be spiritual. Moreover, the desire
of all men to know cannot be stilled by merely knowing God as the cause of the world. The mind seeks to




penetrate to his essence and man cannot be stilled until the essence of God is known. The supernatural order
is essential for human perfection.

Questions for Study and Discussion: How does the book of Genesis point to the necessity of revelation
and faith for man? How does Aristotle in his Metaphysics make the point that there is knowledge besides
reason necessary for human fulfillment?

LESSON TWO - THE WONDER OF KNOWLEDGE AND HOW IT RELATES TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF
GOD

Aristotle said that the first philosophers wondered at the causes of the world and this led them to try to
discover the ultimate explanation for all things. They first tried the material cause, but his could not explain
things completely. Then there were drawn by the truth to posit the final purpose of cause for the world and
finally the efficient, but these too were insufficient to explain all motions. It was only when they happened on
the formal cause that the explanation because clear. There is a being which does not depend on matter for its
existence of definition and is not composed of matter and form or act and potency which is the origin of the
whole cosmos. Aristotle was clear that the mind of man has a dynamism which cannot be stilled with just
knowing about the existence of this cause. The essence of the cause must be known also which cannot
happen by human power or in this life. There must then be other kinds of knowledge besides reason which
are necessary for human perfection of the intellect.

St. Thomas enumerates four kinds of human knowledge of God. They are: confused knowledge which the
whole human race has without investigation; reason, which is the knowledge enjoyed by the philosophers;
faith- which is knowledge of the Trinity supernaturally induced by grace; and glory, which is the knowledge of
God in which we finally see him in the face in heaven. Grace is necessary for the latter two types and it is only
in these that man can find his ultimate fulfillment.

The presence of grace is also the touchstone which divides the various states of human nature enjoyed by
men. They are: Integral nature, enjoyed by Adam and Eve before the sin when they had grace but no sin;
Fallen nature, which is the nature the human race is in now after the sin unredeemed; Redeemed nature,
which is that enjoyed by Christians in the state of grace; and Glorified nature, which is that enjoyed by human
beings in heaven.

Questions for Study and Discussion: Explain how the first philosophers little by little advanced to the
knowledge of God using the four causes. What are the four kinds of knowledge of God? Explain the four
states of human nature.

LESSON THREE - THE PROBLEM OF THE SUPERNATURAL AND MODERN PHILOSOPHY

European philosophy for the last three hundred years has basically reduced faith to sentiment and completely
unseated the necessity of knowledge to that of reason for human fulfillment. This began with the divorce of
the senses from the intellect in Descartes and a “turn to the subject” as the origin of truth. It was strengthened
in the Enlightenment by three basic movements: rationalism, romanticism and Kantianism. Kantianism is still
with us today.

According to the rationalists, God was so perfect that he could not create a world less perfect than himself so
this was the “best of all possible worlds”. As a result, God imparted human reason to man which was basically
the same as his reasoning. The more man could discover and control the universe, the less need he had for
God. Human reason became exalted as the only true and perfect human knowledge and faith was relegated
to the medieval world of superstition and darkness.

When human reason could not solve the problem of evil, thinkers turned to the sentiments. Reason became
the enemy to the divine spark of intuitive feeling in man. When man could get in touch with his feelings, this
again made him perfect. All exterior restraints to sentiment were looked upon as alien to the human spirit.
Again, there was no supernatural knowledge necessary for human perfection and if one did posit faith, it was
just sentiment.

Kant bridged the two schools of thought. He affirmed human reason but thought investigation through the
senses insufficient to discover all the truth. In fact, there were no universal truths in the world as such. In this
he agreed with rationalism up to a point. Still, as a pious man, he was certain there were spiritual realities and
absolute truths. He reformed thinking by reducing these to sentiment and basically saying that man’s feelings
created the absolute truths of the world. He interpreted faith as without content and just a feeling of



dependence on the Supreme Being whose nature was merely a projection of human need. Again, there was
no need for a further knowledge than human reason and sentiment.

Questions for Study and Discussion: Discuss the problem of rationalism with the necessity and nature of
faith and revelation. Discuss the problem of romanticism with the necessity and nature of faith and revelation.
Discuss the problem of Kant with the necessity and nature of faith and revelation.

LESSON FOUR - THE NATURAL DESIRE TO SEE GOD AND THE SUPERNATURAL ORDER

A similar difficulty is found in the development of Catholic theology since the Renaissance. The primary
source of this problem is the famous commentary of Cardinal Cajetan on the Summa Theologiae of Thomas
Aquinas in which he examines the possibility of the relation of man to the vision of God and so to grace and
faith. According to him, man could hypothetically have been completely fulfilled in a state of pure nature with
only knowing God through reason. Thus faith and grace are not absolutely necessary to human nature given
the nature of human powers. They become necessary because man is created in grace. This was because he
placed the natural desire in the will and thought God would be forced by justice to give man grace if there
were a natural desire to see God.

In the 20" century, a number of theologians expressed great dissatisfaction with this solution which is
philosophically impossible. The principal ones among these were DelLubac and Rahner. Rahner tried to
resolve this question by making a further distinction between nature and grace with a third condition called the
supernatural existential intervening in which man would be ordered to grace as an individual. This begs the
question of nature and implodes nature as a universal idea since he did not think you could define nature
without grace. Again these thinkers were very nominalistic, not affirming real universals and placing the
natural desire in the will.

In fact, St. Thomas has a long discussion of the natural desire to see God culminating in six arguments drawn
from reason alone. Man’s creation in the state of grace is not mentioned and the desire is placed in the
intellect, not the will. It is a metaphorical desire. St. Thomas’ doctrine can be summarized in his sentence,
“Man is called to an end by nature which he cannot attain by nature but only by grace and that because of the
exalted character of the end.” This natural desire of reason demands another source of knowledge and
experience of knowing than human reason for human fulfillment which is revelation and faith.

Questions for Study and Discussion: Explain the problem of Cajetan and the hypothetical state of pure
nature for the necessity and nature of revelation and faith. What are the six arguments for the natural desire
to see God and where is it found? Explain the problem of Rahner with the necessity and nature of revelation
and faith. Why is the affirmation of the natural desire so important for the necessity and nature of faith and
revelation?

LESSON FIVE - THE NATURE AND OBJECT OF THEOLOGY (I)

Every science is divided into a formal and material object of the study of a specific aspect of the world. The
material object is what the science is about. For example, ethics is about human actions. The formal object is
the light under which the thing being examined is known. For example, ethics is known under the light of
human reason.

Since in Kant, God became a projection of human need, the modern science of faith begins with man, the
subject. The science then seeks to examine what human needs are fulfilled by God. The only objectivity there
is concerns the attempt to define human need itself. But there is no necessary objective being which man
must discover who is higher than himself. Man rather creates the Supreme Being by needing it.

The study of religion is changed from an examination of propositions about a person, to an examination of the
human values which demand the expressions of truth found in the articles of the Creed. The articles of any
given creed are largely immaterial provided that man is having his need to depend on a higher power met.
Theology is anthropology; the study of God is the study of man and human need and begins with him.

Questions for Study and Discussion: What is the formal and material object of a science? Explain the
modern ideal of the material and formal object of the science of theology.

LESSON SIX - THE NATURE AND OBJECT OF THEOLOGY (Il)

The tradition view of the nature and object of theology are quite different from the modern view. The material
object of this science is God and the things of God and the light under which it is known is an objective light of



revelation which comes directly from God and is necessary for us to arrive at heaven, or the direct knowledge
of God. The proper response to this divine light is faith which is assent in the intellect caused by the
movement of the will.

Theology is a true science because it involves ordered intellectual assent and inquiry. But it is a subalternate
science in that it is a participation in a higher knowledge and receives its principals from that science. This is
like music receives its principles from mathematics or architecture from geometry. That science is the
knowledge of God the blessed have of him in heaven. Theology or the science of revelation teaches both
truths for which revelation is absolutely necessary like the Trinity and those which revelation makes easier like
the existence of God. The latter can and has been discovered by reason, but only by a few, with a mixture or
error in their old age.

In philosophy one ascends to this knowledge of God and can only know God in a limited way. In theology one
begins with God and descends to know the world as God knows it. They both teach many of the same truths
but from a different point of view. Reason cannot conflict with faith. Theology is thus the queen of the
sciences both because of its subject matter which is the noblest, God and the source of its certainty which is
God’s revealing who can neither deceive nor be deceived.

Questions for Study and Discussion: What is the difference in the traditional idea of the material and
formal object of theology and the modern one? Why does St. Thomas call theology a subalternate science?
What is the difference between the truths taught and the manner of teaching in philosophy and theology
concerning God? Why can theology be truly called a science? Why is it the queen of the sciences?

LESSON SEVEN - THE NATURE AND OBJECT OF THEOLOGY (lil)

The knowledge of theology depends on faith. In ordinary human knowledge we derive knowledge from sense
experience and the light of reason allows us to abstract on these experiences to enter into and share truly in
the being of natural things. Faith perfects both these experiences. The light of God from revelation
strengthens the light received from the senses and goes beyond it and the union we experience is with the
persons of the Trinity through this light. We experience a real objective union and elevation of our nature to
know as God knows and to love as God loves within our nature.

Faith then is the beginning of our salvation and must be perfected in the other two theological virtues and the
gifts of the Holy Spirit. The knowledge of reason, though true, is insufficient for man to fulfill his soul and there
must be another science besides philosophy and knowledge of God for man to be complete. The prime
revelation of Christ and by the assent of faith one participates in the person of Christ and through that in the
other persons of the Trinity. Knowing him through faith does not still our love and desire for him and for the
vision of God, but is the origin of that love and sets it on fire even more. Reason demands faith, faith
demands vision.

Questions for Study and Discussion: Why is faith a proper response to revelation? What sort of union do
we have as a result of the assent of faith? How is faith a preparation for the vision of God’s essence? How
does faith strengthen the human intellect in its quest for science?

LESSON EIGHT - THE SCIENCE OF FAITH

Since the light under which theology is known is divine revelation, theology properly studies all things which
fall under divine revelation. Unlike philosophy which is limited in its matter to a certain individual type of being,
theology covers everything in the cosmos as God knows it. Since its matter is also God and the things of God,
God is seen as the primary analogate for everything treated in this science. This science is nobler than other
sciences both regarding its subject matter which is God and its certitude which comes from divine revelation
and God revealing who can neither deceive nor be deceived. This science is not practical in the sense that its
purpose is not being as done. It is rather a speculative science as it is sought for its own sake. Of course,
there are practical fruits of the study of theology, especially in morals, but it is not judged by its practice. The
modern tendency to replace orthodoxy of knowing with proper practice as witnessed in liberation theology is
not the traditional idea of theology. Theology is distinguished from the gift of wisdom because in itself this gift
does not involve an ordered study. Still, theology is generally wisdom in the sense that all of reality is viewed
from God’s point of view which is the most correct way of understanding it since it results from his knowledge.

Questions for Study and Discussion: Is theology the study of all things? What provides the unity of its
subject matter? Is it speculative or practical? Is theology wisdom?



LESSON NINE - METHOD IN THEOLOGY

There can be no proper definition of God. In theology some effect of God by nature or grace is employed in
place of the definition. There are motives of credibility like miracles to give us a certain reason for holding a
proposition. Theology is about propositions but more about persons. It is inadequate to play off persons
against propositions as the propositions. Theology as a science makes use of syllogistic reasoning only unlike
regular science it begins with the conclusion from faith and seeks to discover the middle term which allows
the conclusion to be true. As the object of faith is something we can never exhaust since it is infinite, the
discussion of the middle term is very open-ended. The only thing one cannot do is deny the conclusion. Since
the conclusion comes from faith, authority is the strongest argument in theology. Scripture and Tradition
which came before Scripture are the primary authorities in this science. The Magisterium or the Pope and the
Pope together with the bishops are the authentic servants of both Scripture and Tradition. Theology also
makes use of metaphors because men come to truths through the senses and if one can find a comparison
for deep truths with sense experience, they are more accessible to human beings.

Questions for Study and Discussion: As a science, does theology make use of syllogisms? Which is the
strongest argument, reason or authority in theology and how does this differ from philosophy? What are the
primary authorities in theology? Does theology use metaphor?

LESSON TEN - FAITH (I)

Faith is the essence of things unseen, the substance of things to be hoped for. The formal object is the first
truth itself; the material object is God and the things of God. Because we can never exhaust all there is to
know about God and because knowledge of his own inner nature is a grace, the object of knowledge in faith
is never completely known to us to make it our own. As a result, faith is the only kind of scientific knowledge
which must be found in both the intellect and the will. The intellect assents because the will is drawn to the
person revealing as giving true testimony. Faith without love is dead then, though there can be no divine love
without faith.

Doubt is when one has equal reason to affirm or deny two contrary propositions. Faith is not like this as one
affirms one. Opinion is when one affirms one proposition but with fear the other one may be true. Faith affirms
with certainty. Science occurs when one firmly holds a proposition but because the intellect is convinced by
evidence. Faith is not like that because the evidence is inconclusive.

Since the intellect firmly assents in faith because the will moves it to, and the object is never totally
understood, the intellect and will run together and assent though it give certainly does not put an end to
discourse.

Questions for Study and Discussion: What are the formal and material objects of the act of faith? In which
powers is faith found and why? Distinguish between doubt, opinion, ordinary human science and faith. Why
do assent and discourse run together in faith with assent not putting an end to discourse?

LESSON ELEVEN - FAITH (II)

Faith is defined as: the habit of mind by which eternal life begins within us and makes our intellect assent to
things which are not evident. In this definition one can find all four of the causes and so it is an authentic
definition.

Since the will spurred on by the motives of credibility is the source of the intellect’s assent, the will must be as
perfect as the intellect. For this reason, charity is necessary for the fullness of the virtue of faith. Faith is also
necessary for salvation as one cannot desire heaven unless one knows about the truths of the mysteries of
God and the means necessary to arrive there. The possibility of the salvation of those who are not Catholic is
addressed by St. Paul under the rubric of implicit faith in Christ. The minimum one must believe to be saved is
that God exists and that he rewards good deeds and punish wicked ones. More explicit faith is necessary
depending on where one exists in the order and history of salvation. Also, God never condemns those who do
what they can and so if the pagans and Jews are not responsible for their inability of have more explicit faith,
then they cannot be condemned for it.

Questions for Study and Discussion: Define faith and explain the definition. Why is charity necessary for
formed faith? Is faith necessary for salvation? What about the pagans and the Jews, are they cut off from
salvation? Were they?



LESSON TWELVE - REVELATION AND FAITH IN VATICAN I

The document on Divine Revelation, Dei Verbum, is one of the two prime documents of Vatican Il since it is a
dogmatic constitution. Vatican Il affirms the possibility of proving the existence of God from nature which the
Catholic tradition has always affirmed. It also affirms that a further light is necessary which is God’s speech or
divine revelation. Scripture and Tradition are equally the sources of knowing this revelation. The prime
revealer and the prime revelation is Jesus Christ whose nature can be known only by faith.

The Magisterium is the servant of Scripture and Tradition and is necessary to interpret both which are equally
sources of revelation. One cannot affirm one at the expense of the other. Vatican Il also mandated more
emphasis on the study of Scripture so that Catholics might participate more deeply in divine revelation. This
study though must include more than the historical critical method which can be helpful to place the text of
Scripture in its historical context. However, since it is based on the philosophy of Immanuel Kant, it begs the
question that metaphysical knowledge is a part of the literal sense of Scripture. This is not Catholic and must
be criticized.

Questions for Study and Discussion: According to Vatican Il, what are the prime revealer and the prime
revelation? |s faith merely an assent to propositions or union with a person or both? How do Scripture and
Tradition relate to Revelation? What is the role of the Magisterium in relation to revelation? According to
Cardinal Ratzinger, what is the basic problem with the form critical method for evaluating Holy Scripture?

LESSON THIRTEEN - REVIEW STUDY QUESTION
LESSION FOURTEEN - PREPARATION FOR FINAL EXAM
LESSON FIFTEEN - SCHEDULE AND TAKE FINAL EXAM

ACADEMIC HONESTY POLICY

Students at Holy Apostles College & Seminary are expected to practice academic honesty.
Avoiding Plagiarism

In its broadest sense, plagiarism is using someone else's work or ideas, presented or claimed as your own. At
this stage in your academic career, you should be fully conscious of what it means to plagiarize. This is an
inherently unethical activity because it entails the uncredited use of someone else's expression of ideas for
another's personal advancement; this is, it entails the use of another person merely as a means to another
person’s ends.

Students:

e Should identify the title, author, page number/webpage address, and publication date of
works when directly quoting small portions of texts, articles, interviews, or websites.

e Students should not copy more than two paragraphs from any source as a major
component of papers or projects.

¢ Should appropriately identify the source of information when paraphrasing (restating)
ideas from texts, interviews, articles, or websites.

¢ Should follow the guidelines of the MLA or Chicago Style Guides (either is fine) when
referencing all research sources (A useful MLA guide can be found at
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/ and a useful Chicago guide can be
found at http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html).

Consequences of Academic Dishonesty:

Because of the nature of this class, academic dishonesty is taken very seriously. Students participating in
academic dishonesty may be removed from the course and from the program.




ATTENDANCE POLICY

Even though you are not required to be logged in at any precise time or day, you are expected to login
several times during each week. Because this class is being taught entirely in a technology-mediated forum, it
is important to actively participate each week in the course. In a traditional classroom setting for a 3-credit
course, students would be required to be in class 3 hours a week and prepare for class discussions 4.5 hours
a week. Expect to devote at least 7 quality hours a week to this course. A failure on the student’s part to
actively participate in the life of the course may result in a reduction of the final grade.

NB: An Incomplete may only be awarded to a student who has maintained a passing grade up to the point of
the emergency. Incomplete grades will change to a grade of F unless the requirements stipulated on the
incomplete form are met by the date listed.

CONTACT

You may reach me at FrBMullady@aol.com. | am here to help you. You can contact me at any time, but |
travel a lot because | have a new job preaching parish missions and retreats. Sometimes, | am not within
plugging distance of the Internet (believe it or not, there are still places like that), so you may not be able to
contact me for a few days. | only take care of the papers and grading the tests. For dates about tests and
other things, please contact Bob Mish, the Distance Learning Coordinator for Holy Apostles.

Fr. Brian Mullady, O.P.

Fr. Brian Thomas Becket Mullady is the son of an Air Force officer and was raised throughout the United States.
He entered the Dominican Order in 1966 and was ordained in Oakland, California, in 1972. He has been a parish
priest, high school teacher, retreat master, mission preacher, and university professor. He received his Doctorate
in Sacred Theology (STD) from the Angelicum University in Rome, Italy and was professor there for six years. He
has taught at several colleges and seminaries in the United States. He is an academician of the Catholic
Academy of Science. He was most recently a Professor of Theology at Campion College in San Francisco. He is
currently a mission preacher and retreat master for the Western Dominican Province. He also teaches two
months of the year at Holy Apostles Seminary in Cromwell, CT. He has had five series on Mother Angelica's
EWTN television network. He is the author of two books and numerous articles and writes the Answer column in
Homiletic and Pastoral Review.

' Thomas Aquinas, In Boeth. De Trinitate, 6,4, ad 5.




