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CELEBRATION OF THE SIXTH CENTENARY OF ST CATHERINE OF SIENA

-~ Richness of humanity perfected by grace

B e aftdinooa of 30 Aped the Holy
Father presuled wver o solenn vtclunsire
comelcbietion w St Prefers Basilior on
tha occasion of the VI cemteniny of
the deuth af 81 Cutherine of Sivaa  folut
Paul 1 delwversd the follewing hondy

1. An innwnerable host o "wise
virging”, like those pruinad by the
Gaspel parable we have listeoed 10,
have warted, m Christian contunics.
for tha Bridegtouns with then lamps
wali filled with cil, 10 whe pui
with him in the feast of grace on
carth, and glosy 10 Heaven  Aimong
them. there shines forth belore aur
eyes today the grear ond deat 51
Catharine of Signa, 2 splendid flower
of Italy, a sporkling gent of the Dom-
mivan Oider, a s of pectleas
benuty in the fiimament ol the
Chuich. whom we me honouring
heie on the enib cenlenary of ho
death. whivh ook plice on a Sundny
monting. about the third hour. on
2% Apil 1380, while the feast of
St Peter Martyr, whom she loved
50 much, was oeing colebiaed

Happy to be able w'pnz vou
an initisl sign of my deap parrtivi-
panon in the welebiation on the eun-
tenmy. [ cordially greer you all, dear
Biothers and Sistera. wha. 10 com-
memorate e glorious datz in a
worthy way, «12 gathered in fhus
Vetiean Besilica, where there seems
to hover the ardeni spiric of the
great Saint of Swena. [ gea pm-
nculuely the Maser Genetzl of the
Eriars Preachers, Father Vincenl du
Couesmongle. and Archbislop Maiie
Tsmnele Castelluno of Siena, the prin-
cipal organizets of this celcbiation
T greet the mewmbers of she Dom-
inican Thitd Order and of the Ecu-
muenical Associaion ob the *Catwri-
nau”, pmtivpants o the I
national Congiese of Studies nbonr
Catherme, and oll ol yeu. dem pil-
giims, wha bhave pavelled along =0
many touds of taly wnd Earope (0
gather ac this centre of the Catholie
world, an such a Beasnful and sig-
nilicant feust day

Her rich humanity

2. Taday we lovk o St Catherise
m ahe First plave 1w admue w her
what Inmediately sk those who
approachedd her  the exiaodinaty
richness of bumanity, not dimmed
i any way. but on the conhary
fncrcased snd perfected by grave.
which made ol her almost a living
jmoge of that bue and whelesome
Chuistian “humanism™, the funda-
mental law of which is formulaled
by Catherine’s confrere snd-teacher,
51 Thomus Aquinas, i the well
known splionsm®  “grace doss noOU
suppress. bul pesupposes and per-
fects nature” (Sumara Theol. |, q.
1, 8. 8, od 20 The man of com-
plete dimensions is the one wha Is
Fulfilled in Chuist’s grace

When in my minisiry 1 imist on
collng the atenuon of oll 1o Lhe
dignity and valuzs of man, which
must be defended. respecied and
served taday, T am apouking above
all of this nawe that came from the
hands of the Creator end was 1e-
nawed in the Bleod of Cluisl the
Redeemet:  a natme that is good
in itself. and rherefore curable in
its infirmives and perfeetible in its
gifts, called o receive that  “wds
ditianel” element which makes 1t a
participant in divine natne and
“arevmal Wle™.  When this super-
nntowal element is grafled ono man
fnd eun act with all its power n

him. we have e muucde of the
“pew creatnie”, who m his  tran-
seendent lofuness does not cancel
all that is purely human but make:
it richer, fuller. more fum

In this way owm Sami, in her
NAUTE dx 4 Waman genciously en-
dowed with smagmation, mlwtion
sensilivenesy, will power and i |
dustry, with gapability and powa
of cammumicahion. wiily 1eadiness for
the giving of hersell and lor bavice
is transhgured, bur not impover
izhed, 1 the light of Chiist wha
cally her 10 he his hjide and
identily hers<lf miysucaily with um
an the depth of amanor kndwledge’
as well as w0 comnnt hersclfin char.
nabla, soowl and vwen political ac-
tion. v the midst of the great amd
the ordinary. the nch and the poor
the Tearned and 1he fenorane.  Amd
she. almost ilaraane, becomies cap-

able of making hawwe!f heard, and
el pnd wken [no consideration
.‘by wles of cities and kingdoms
privees and prelates of the Churchy,
nwnks and theslogians, by wany of
whom she is even wvenerated as
"o T oand mother .

She 1 a muvellous wonan, who
in that resond halt of the 1-hih cen-
iy shows i wiself whar a uman
ereaute, antb—! sfivse—a woman,
the duughter of humble dvers, was
made capable of when she can lisken
1o the voue of (he one Pastor and
Trwcliel, and nowidsh hersell al the
wble of the dwine Bridegioom. to
whom, 4> & wise vngin” she has
generously ¢onsivrated her life.

We have hee 8 maiaipiece of
e menwwing end 13ising the crea-
wiz 10 the petfecuon of haliness
which i3 also the Tull jealization ol
thy Tundaunentnl values of humaniy

Letters reveal “the wise virgin®

3 Catherine’s scoiet in respond-
ing sy doalely, Tachfully and fone
fully 10 the call ab her dnone Boide-
aroom. can be ziasped fom her own
esplonations and epplicanons of the
patable ot the “wize virmns™. which
she pivey sevaial nmes i letlens 1o
her disciples  In panticular. in the
orte senl 1 8 suung aece who wishe:
e be a “bade of Chinst ', she makes
a hule svnthesiz of spirual life.
which applivs capecially 1o those con-
secrated 10 Gad i she religious stace
bur givey direction: and  gmdanee
lor everyune,

“IF you wanl < be aweal bnde
af  Christ==le  Saini wids—you
must have the lamp. o and hght™

"Tp you knpw what s meant by
thin, my deat?”

Hure is the svmbolizm of tha lamp
“By (he lamp i> meont he hent
which st be like o Lmp  Yow
see vory well thar 2 lamp s widle
above, and below 11 navow and
o heort 15 made i the same way,
meamng 1hat we musl always have
u owade above, by means ol Daly
thuughus, holy e and conpmuzal
payer, with o memory  ulways
tuined Lo rowembering the bengh-
cene deeds ol God and prneipally
that ¢l the Blood by which we have
heen 1edeemed

“I also said to you that the lamp
is nurrow below: so iy our hemrn
namng thar it must be naiow @
regatds these earthly things, not du-
sing them o loving them in 8 dis-

mderly way. nov wavng them
grewt  quanie thae what God
wishes o gnve ws hut s must thank
hm always, adeerng how sweetls
ke prvides for vs so that we nevar
lak anighime. "
tiarer 234

In the lamp we need ol The
hamp would not be envugh 1f thewe
wore not ol insde i And by ol
»owwant thae sweet hule virme of
deep humthiny . Fhose [live Toohsh
virgins, priding themselves only and
vamly an the integity and viginily
o the hody, loat the wvirginity of
the soul, because they did nur ming
with them e ol of honssliy L7 Q)

“Finably 1 is nowgssuy thal thw
Limp shauld be i and that the llame
shonld burn  otharsase 1 would
aot be anough 40 1o us sew. This
flame 15 the light of hwely Faidy 1
s ahe living bt bovse
suinly suy ot [ath withoot works
odead " 0l el Letrees 79, 3001

ln ha lle Catheune wenlly
nownshed  with great humiluy the
limp & her heard, and kept buny
ing the light ot taich, ¢he dire ol
chanty, the zeal of goxl works
cattted ot for love o God. alsy
in Lours ol wibnlauen and pasion,
when her soul 1eached als gealest
contormation w the Crueilied Cihust,
wutl one day the Lord celebiancd
e mysucal wedding with hed in
the licle coll whewe she Jived. re-
splendent with that divine presence
(el Life nos 114115
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Death of St Cathierlne (from “Legenda malor® of Raymond of Capos, Sicna 1324,

It medein men, apd  especialiy
Christians, weie 10 succeed in re-
discovering the marvels that can be
known and anjoved in the “intesios
eell™ nay more ™ the heart of Chust!
Then, indzed. tae would Find hmm-
sclf agaan, the reasons for Tas dsgnic.
the foundztion of his every value
the height of hit slernal vavation’

Communion with others

4 But Chustiar spnitualiey s nut
wiiansted in an antimarne cicle, nn
iv it duected w Individualistic and
egocentiic ssolanon The elesaiion
of the posan whes place i the
sunpham of she communiey.  Cath-
erine. although she guaeds for her-
w2l the cell of ket house and het
heart, lives Nom hu youth i com-
munion with 50 many orther sohs
of God, m whom sha loels the mys.
wry of the Churck vilhaning  wth &
the fuars of $1 Domnnie, whom she
joing in sl goven when the beld
calls them all ropeihier, at night. fou
matms: with the Dormnican women
tertiaties of Sivna, among whom shey
15 admined 1ot the esereise of works
of chany amid the community piois
tice of pravét; with ler diseiples;
whu we inceasing, forming mound
her a wenagle of fervent Christians.
who accept her avhoilauons e 1he
spivittal W and the mcentives w
renewal and refonin that she  ad-
dresses to everyone in Clhirist’s name
and it can be said, wuh the whole
“Mystical Body ol the Chueh™ (cf
Dutfoire. «. 166) wih which and
for which Cuthcnine prays. works,
sulfers offars Il and  Finalh
dies.

Het gl semsitivencss 1o the
problems of (he Church of her dime
15 thus transtormed 1nto communion
wih Chidsties patrens and with the
Eevlesicr puticas This commumion [z
ar the vaigin even af her estativ
acavity, which, ai a vetlain momend.
the Suint as diiver 10 cany out first
with charitable acion and wili thw
luy gposiolate in her iy, and very
sount on a Far wider plane, with
sucial, polinea! and eeeleaial contiv-
nunt, °

Iy ciee Canherme draws trom
that Inieripr source cowage for ac-
ton and that iexhavsnble hope tha
sustams het even in the mos dil-
ficolt hows, ‘even when evarithing
seems lost, smd epublés her to io-
[lugnce oihais, aven al the highcs
sccheimstical levels, With Lhe phwar
of her laith and the Tuscivaildn ot
her penson corpletely olferad fo the
cause of the Chuzeh. B

Al a mecting of Cardinafs i’ the
presene of Urbar, VI aweording o
the avcount of Blesszd  Ruyhosnd.
Catherme _ “showed  thar  Driviine
Providcnee is always present. g5
pecially when the Chuich s siil
feiing”; and she did si with such
ardour that the Pontif] exclmmed
ar the end: ~ What has the Viear
of Jesus Chiist 10 f2ar. even il the
whole world were 0 oppose lam?
Christ s more powerful than the
wotld, und 11 15 ot possible That

¢ will shandon his Claici'™ (#.rie
. 334N

Victim of. expiation

5. That was  an  awecptionslly
sengus moment lor the Chuich and
for the Aposlalic Sce. The demon
of division had pesettnied the Chuis-
tian people  There were dispuies
and quanels everywheie,  [n Rome
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itself, thens weie people who wete
plotling ogainst the Pope, even
Ingatening him with death  The
people were In an uproar.

Catherine, whe constantly encoor-
aged pastovs and fairh{ul, felt, how-
ever, that the ume had come For
a supreme offcring of herself, ss
a vlelim of expietion and reconcili-
atlon together with Christ, So she
proyed to the Laid-  -Fot the bon-
our of your name and for your holy
Chuich, I will willmgly drink the
cup of passion and death, as | have
always desued to do; you are my
wuiness, from the time when, by
your grace. I began to love you with
u)i my tnind and with all my heart”
(Life, n. 346).

From that moment she felf into
a rapid decline Every moming of
that Lent of 1380, “she wenl to
the churely of 5t Perer, the Prince
of the Apostles, where. afier hearing
Mass, she remained for a long hme
in prayer, she did not come home
until Vespers™, exhausted, The next
day, early in the moming. “siarting

from the street colled Via del Papu

{todey Viam di § Chiara). where
she lived between the Minerva and
Carapo dei Fiorl. she set out briskly
for 5t Peter's. a walk that would
have tired evem a healthy person™
tLife, n. 348 cf. Letier 573).

But at the end of April she could
no longer get up. Then she gathered
her spiritua? family round her bed.
In her long farewell, she deelared
10 thesz disclples of hais: "I put
my life, my demh and eveiything
in the hands of my eteinal Bride-
groom..  IT 1t pleases tum dhat 1
should dic, rest assuned, beloved sons
that [ have giver my life Jor the
holy Church. and this 1 believe
Ihiough an excephional glace gronted
me by the Lord" (Life, n, 3B3).

Shortly alterwairds she died.  She
was onby 33 years old:  a beautiful
youlh offered to the Lard by the
“wist virgin" who had reached ihe
end of hier waiting and hey service

We are gathered hare, six hundred
yenrs alter chat moning tib., n. 348)
i commemoate that death and
nbove ofl to celebinte that suprems
olfcring of hey life for the Thuich.

My dom Brothers and Sistmes, it
is consoling that you have come in
such lasge numbers o0 glowily i
invake the Smint on Ihis happy M-
niversary.

Tribute of praise

It is ught that ihe humble Vicer
of Christ, like so many of his pre.
decessors, should inspire you, pre-
cede yen and guide you in paying
a hibute of praise and theanks to
the Saint who loved the Church so
much, and lnboured and suffered so
much for her unity and For her re-
newal. And T have done so most
willingly.

Now let me piesent lo you a Final
memory, which Is iolended as a
miessags, an ethortation, an invi
tation to hope, a sumulus 10 actlon;
[ am taking §t from the words that
Catherine addressed to her disciple
Stefano Maconi and to nll her com-
parions in working and suffering
for the Church: “If you are whai
you must be, you will sot fne to
the whole of Italy.." (Lefter 368);
and I add; to the whole Chuech,
to the whole world, Humenlly
nceds this “flie” teday, 100, in facl
morte, perhaps, than ja the past, May
the word and the exemple of Cath-
erlne arouse in so many generous
souls the desire to be burning flames
which, like her, are comsumzd fo
give brothers the light of [aith and
the warmth of love which "mever
ends” {1 Cor 13:8).

The priesthant: the lving gower of the Chuech

By Gino Conceti, OFM

b

The celebration of the woild day of
vocanons was for the whole ecclesial

communly & moment of reflection,.on .

ndlvidual vocalion ond in partealar on
the stitwation of vecatiens of candidates
10 the pricsthond. The faithful have (hug
been uble 10 Tearn that the cras of
priestly vocalions 15 revorsing s trend
There are signs of revival even in eoclenal
Lomewiniiics of the Western arces where
it had been felt mast mcutely. There
remaln dolines here and thers, it s
Wwug, io these cowmmonmlties QOp the
whele, however, it mux be recogaleed
that  the downward irend has ended.
Now thera = an ypwerd frend, & irend
towstds inciease. In uther communities,
sich a8 In what 15 called the Thyd
World, and evea 1in Latin Ametica, the
number of candidales 10 she priesthocd
is incressing, The seme can bo sad of
the  communilics 1 e sccalled area
af real Socialism. Vocanoss conlinue to
devetap, in spite of the difficult siluabon
i which the Church 1y forced o live,

To 15 sarprising, theréfore, to mect wath
certain comments, not at sl documented
by actual daia, which e.eggerate the
cists s 1 we were in the

cebbacy. Many people, it iz alleged, do
not follow the way the hicrarchical
priesthood, and oibers do nol permevers
in the way undaitaken, becavse they arc
undbla {0 obseive chastity, That there
15 in the Church a percentage of persons
who do not keep (hodr priestly commit
nwnt, 48 & wellknowa foct. In cenam
peticds, 26 fu the one that followed
the Counell, i even took on canmderable
propoltons. Unfmthfulacss 15 peet af hue
Mo nature asd. unforunately, it involyes
also these who ocughl to be the salt
of the carth aod the Iight of the warld
Not without reawon did Jesus pray es
pecially to tho Fathar for hix disciples
nat cnly that they might be united, hut
also that they mmght remmn falihful to
hom and persewsre up (o the end,

| ] '

The maut causa of the shorlge of
recabgns 13 met echibacy  Oply those
who wish to ignore evangelizal 1enching
and the hiswry of the Church conlinue
1o oncentrale on Lks argement The
statistics ¢F  the non-Cathwlic  eccle-

of an eceletaal Lommunily on ity last
lsgs No Condidales to 1he priesthood
conhnee lo provide the Church wnh
mimsters of God, the suciessors of the
apostles, prwsts their co-worbers, and dea-
cons. Ceddinly — in view of 1he enor
mous necd of eyangehrangn - the nume
ber 15 not préportionate Lo the eciual
requiiements of the waild’s population

[}

But tuday the Gospel can be prchamed
evarywhere, also mebang vse of medern
mnedia Prieste can—at In facl  they
do — guarantce thd celebmiion of the
Cuchapst snd #he other sacroments. for
which the mdained minister {5 required,
with the systom of mobihiy And then
we should not rely only on human Foiess,
Tha Spiry of Chnst wilk never let his
pueople lxk mimsiers 1le will be able
to raug thein up even ron slonss Belicys
crd have the doty of douhty ansd listen.
™m|

I![l har been witicn and repeated in the
Jast Few decades almost wd suscom, that
une of the causes of the shortage af
putsiiy yocations v 1o he songht o

wal @ that envisage -a mairied
clcrﬁt. are no moi g comferting than those
of the Cathule Church, The problem,
thersfore. calls Tor further study, The
diop in lhe nuniber of pricses a8 compaied
wilhh the prewar perod — just ta have
A wmm of companisan — 15 due to &
mulilplicety of causes that can be sumined
up i the rampeant phenomenon of Taicism
and seculamsm The resciions that have
been mamfested, hawever, and whick tend
10 bo memieted, secem o prove that
the Chutch 19 Cl\lﬂfi)ﬂ sircagihen2d and
wengwed alsa m this respect

Since people connnue to bring up the
subgeet of celibacy, it i useful o fum
up the doglnne und disciplice of rhe
Church  Right fiom her origins, that
i3, fram hur Foundanon which pocs back
to Chrst and the upostles, the Church

. lws considered echbaey fur picsts as

u gilt of the Spnit and en evangelical
value, The priesihood was conferred praf-
c1ably on unmainied paatons T the West
the madel of the unmoiried priest pre-
vauled n the East the 1o infiial models
ieman - The Syned of Bishaps in 1971
wnlemed the dsciphine al celibacy. bul
studied 1l meaing more deeply n the
Tight of the Gospel. The kpalisiic cgneoept

(he echbacy of priests is not meeely
ecclesiosunad Jaw) was considered de
cidedly outdased, Celibacy must be vonsid-
ered in the contt o tha message
of the Bealiludes and of the. whel Gos
pel. The disciple called for the kingdom
and fo follow Christ tw be his priest
m ke stict {not common] sense. alio
recewves the pilt of conformamx to Christ
the viggin, \'irﬁxmny ar celibacy, thercFore,
I an esserhal pact of 7 the  statos of
the MNew Teslament priest. Becauss of
the fact that he, bsrening and responding
fo the call, scix out to follaw Chust
the pricst and pastor, hc hnows that
he Is conlpiming to Chnst in the fullness
of the radwallty of his values.

This  cvangehual  radicellly  doca
not exclude the legitimacy of the madel
of pricsthood of the TEauern Church,
which also goes back to the origins,
But it j5 unquesticnable — as the Baslern
Fathers themselves 1ecagnized al the Synod
of bishops and s Paul VI's cneyclicel
Sucerdotalis eacllbates allioms — thet
the statc of conseciated wirginily is so-
petior to the marned. stawe because it
pormits, objeclively speaking. o greater
conformuty 16 Chmat the virgin and
greater avaslability of sexvice For s king:
dom The 1emirodiiction of the mained
model an the Latin Church was nof judged
apportune by the synod of bishops, alsa
Tor theolagical resspns, . -

]

It 1 aaleresling o nole the growing
awmcness of cthbacy as an cvangsheal
valug, Characievistic, In 1his canncounsa,
it the document of the Duich tynod,
held n the Vaucan at *the beginnig
of thw 32mn T the olflcinl final doe-
wment, the w@m used 15 not tha “law™
of Lelibacy, but the "rwle™. The differcace
n nol o neglgible one in fact In the
redition of the Chureh the woid cxpress.
b hing fund 1 Anal 1Ty,
il could be cquenied whlv what the consli-
tutken cpicsses. in a modern conimunlty,
It 15, theicloee, in Lhis contest, jn (he
ceangelicul context, thai celibacy must
he wonsdaicd  To consmder ot owiside
thas conlext, picscnts the risk of nat
undertanding it and of depriving it of
us siied ontent of dedicaton, confors
magon aad g

TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF EPISCOPAL ORDINATION

Holy Father's Letter to Cardinal Satowaki

On the ouninr of tha fwenty-fifh
wniyersary of the epneopal ordmuiian
of the Archbwhop of Nugnaki Cardinal
Joseph Asapvo Safcivahi, the Holy Father
sewtt Jum the fallewnig aritegreph leiter
o) guod wilies

To Qur Estcemed Brother
Cardmal Joscph Asajiro Satawaki
Archbishop of Nagasakl

Simce we know, owr esteemed
Brather, that in a few days you wilt
be twenly-five yeass a bishop, and
as we are thinking of this happy
ovcasion, we are pleased (o wrile
vou this congralufalory letter and
with it to put to 1evord the friendly
sentiments we hove owards you, We
also wish to assmie yoo that even
now. at lesst in our thoughts we
are sharing in thi forthcoming cel-
chration and in your joy.

This is why, when this oppor:
tunity prestnis iwself, we should
praisc the good God with much
prayer in comumon for his preat good-
ness to you for so many years. [o-
deed a fong lime ago after you had
completed your theological studies
hers in Rome, he allowed you L0
be ordained a pricst for sver in
the city of Rome. Then after you
had retumed to your netive land,
instiucted in sound docirine, you be-
gen to fitl a number of posls, even

of giear responsibility, in the aich-
dacese of Mugasaki, For some lime
you discharged in a very  praise.
worthy manner the office of Apos
lolic Administratar of the Island of
Formosa al a wery difffcult time.
Alter this you wee providentially
ordained = Dbishop and when the
Chuich of Kagoshima was eaised (o
the 1ank of a diocese in 1955 you
became its [irst bishop, For thirtean
years you cauried oul your pastoral
dunes in that dwcese with success

_as the faithful and the priests, whe

during that time doubled in number.
and the beneficial sociel and educe-
tional wotk started and extended by
your efforfs bear witncss,  Finally
distinguished for your qualitics and
meHis, your speelal flair for mission-
ay work and your edminisirative
ability, since you stemed the most
flteing of all io govern the imporiant
archdlpcese of Napasaki, you became
its father and pastor at the end of
the year 1968 and since that time
you are stjll working wuith the same
eaperness for the selvation of the
Faithful entrusted {0 your care.
Meenwhile it hag not esceeped our
notice that on account of your office
of President of the Catholic Bishops'
Conference of Japan, you have also
been given the honour of being ther

leader jn the direction of pastoral
mattejs according, to 1ha aposlolic
mandale, in catiying out the decress
of the Serond Vaticen Council and
in preseiving unshaken fidelily to
the Apastolic Sce” In this matter
you heve given an outstanding and
praiscworlhy examgle. But sincg it
by not necessaty for us e o com-
mand the many other things with
which we knaw your entire weik
hes been adorned, we <a;neslly ex-
hort you 1o conlinue this i such
a way that alsc i the [uture by
working as much av possible for
the betierment of this section of the
holy flock you will Fulfil the cx-
pectations of the Churgh,

As wa show you the same af-
Tection with which we recently ap-
pointed you o the College of Car-
dinals, nothing clse remains for ue
te do but to conlirm with the Apos-
lolic Blossing which we lovingly m-
part . you, lo your nelatives, our
estecemed  brother zod te all who
will be sharing in the joy-of -this
jubilee, our good wishcs and re-
newed congreiulaLions.

*From the Vativan, on the twelfth
dey of Apill, in the year 1980, the
second of our poatificate,

_ IOANNES PAULUS PP, 11



