L'OSSERVATORE ROMANG, OCTOBER 15, {970

ST. CATHERINE - DOCTOR O

The Holy Father praalded in 5t
Peler’s at e cenemony of proclahios
ing Saml Cathatine” of Siena a
Dot of the Churb, oo -Sunday
Ociaber 41k, the feast of Sand
Trancit of Asisi,  The rceremeny
was allended by feswve crawds
lom Sicne mnd 3l Tuscany, whe
celebrated the cvemion wish music

* and daucing in St Peler's Squara
and all oround Rome, The Holy
Euther spehe 4% folluws an 1he
Basilica

Spirilual cxaltetion bwisis inla
Out soul os We proclaim (he humble
and wise Dominican virgin @ Declor
of the Church. The Eoftiesl com-
parisan which We can make (and
where  iis  justification may be
foundd is with the purest joy whivh
Our Lord felt when he ®rejoiced
in spint”, a8 the Evangehst Saint
Luke tells us, and suid, "J thank
Mhee. Futlier of heaven gud earth,
thei thou hust kid these things from
the wive aid prudent, and hosi re-
vealed them o the simple.  Yes,
Father, for so did it please Thee™.
(Lk. 10, 21; <f, Malt. 11, 25-26).

The truth is that when Jesus
thanked his Father for having re-
vealed the scerots of his divine wis-
don (o the humble, he was not
thinking only of the Twelve whom
he had chosen from apsong the un-
educated peopie and whom he would
ane day send oul as his apostles
1o tstruct bl peoples and teach

Pope Paul VI Confers title
on Siena mystic, October 4th

tham what he bad commoanded {cl,
Matl. 28, 19-207. He was also think-
mp ol those who would believe in
him. Ameng these innumerable
souls thore would be the least cul-
tivated in the eyes of the warld.

The Apostie of the Gentiles took
pleasurc in niaking this observation
wher wrlling 10 the community of
the Greek city of Cerinth. which
was Swarming with people who wese
infatuated  with human  wisdom.
“For consider your culling, breth.
ren™, he wrote, “how ot many who
are wise tn eqrthly estimigtion, not
many powerfid pecple, ard not many
aolle fwve been culled by God.
But God hus chosen that which is
fuolish 1o tha world in onler fo
vorfound the wise; ke huy chosen
thal which is weuk in order o con-
Joumd the sicong.  He has chosen
ihat awhich iz fow and worthless
in the eyes of the world, that which
tg 00t in order fo briag thal which
it 10 nothing, so thal ko credtire
mdy plary in Iis presence” (1 Car,
1, 26.29).

Exterior activity of Catherine

The Muster.had whondy Tovetold
Grd's prefoientinl thoiee of what
15 negligible or even despicable in
the world's cyes. He foretold it
when hc went shaorply agninst carth.
1y evaluations and catled blessed the
poot, the afflicied, the meek, those
hungering for justice, the pme of
heart nnd peacermakers, (ef. Mate.
5, 310).

It Is not Our intenuon lo nger
over showing how (he cvangelical
DBeatdudes found a model of supet-
lalive truth and besuly in Cother-
ine's [ife and ‘exterior utivity.

In any case. you all know how
she was Iree of all eacchly cupidity,
how much she loved virginity con-
seeroted to the leavenly spouse,
Christ fesus, how she hungered for
justice and was filled with merey

a5 she shove lo bing peace (o
familics and cities which were 1o

by mvaldes and atrogious hatreds,
low she did wondess to reconcile’

the Republic of Floence with the
Supreme Poniiff Gregory XY, and
vyt went so [ar as to expose her
hfc 1o vengeance from the rebels,
Ner will we s10p 10 edmirc those
exeeplional mystical graces syith
which the Lord chose to endow her
and which included the myystical
mneringe sl the sacied sngmala.
We think that these arc not the
tircumstances to recall the story
of her great-bearted efforts to induce
the Pope to return to his righiful
place, Rome. The success which
she finally achieved in this was truly
the masterplece of her work, Vor
centupies it will be remembered as
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her greatest glory and will constitute
a quile special claim (o everlasting
thankfulness og the part of the
Chureh,

But We do think that this is the
sighl moment to throw some light,
though only brieflly, on the second
of her titles juslifying the confer-
ring of this Doctorate on 1his daugh-
ter of the illustrious city of Siena,
in acuordance with the Chusch's
Hudgement.
peculier excellence of her dectrine.

The {itst tiile is the ritle of sang-
tny, This was solemnly rcknowl-
cdged, in ample measwe and iR
the unmisiakable siyle of 1he hu-
manist thal be wes, by Popa Pius
1. her [ellow wwnsman, He did
1his in the Bull of Canonization Mise-
rvicordies Dosnini, which be himsell
wrody (cf. M -H Laurent O.P., Proc.
Castel , pp. 521530, Ilalian teansla-
tioh by 1. Taurisano O.P., §. Cuie-
ring ¢ Siena, Rome, 1948, pp 665-
673). The special liturgical cere-
mony for it took place in St. Peter’s
Rasthica on June 291k, 1461,

What then shall We say of the
emingnee of Cathering’s  teaching?
In lier writings, that is, her Lerters.
 latge number of which have been
preserved. in her Dialogee o) Divine
Providence or Hoek of Divie Doc-
trine. and in her oreltones we shall
certainly not find the opologsts
vigour and the theological boldness
which matk the works of the greal
lights of the anclent Chwich hoth
in Egst and West. Mot can we
erpect e upcoltivated vigin of
Fontcbianda o give us lofly spec-
ulalions which belong to systematic
theology and whivh made the Doc-
tors of the schelaslic middie ages
immortal. 1t is true that her weit-
iogs reflect the theology of the An-
gebic Dactor in a surprising degtes,

Mystic of the

But what werz The main featurcs,
the dominant themes of her ascetical
and mystical teaching? It seems
to Us that Catherine is the mystic
ol the Incarnste Word, abovc all
of Jesus Crucified. in this she was
in maitation of “glorious Peut® (Dia-
fogues c. XL, ed. G. Cavallin], 1968,
p. 27), whose bounding and impet-
uous style she sometimes reflects.
She was oncwho exalted the 1edeem-
ing power of the adorsble Bleod
of the Son of God, shed on the
wood of the cioss in expanding love,
for the salvation of all generations of
menkind (cf. Dialogue, ¢, CXXVIIL,
ed. cit. p. 325). -

The Saint saw that Blood of thc
Saviour continually flowing in the
Sacrifice of the Mass and in the
Sacraments, thonks 1o the ministry
of tha sacred ministers and for pu.
rilication and embellishment of the
whole mystical Body of Christ, We
may therefore say that Catherlne

- was the mysiic of the mystical Rody

of Christ, that & of the Church.

And the Church for her part was
for Cathetine a genuine mother to
whom there is a duty fo submit
and to give reverence and cbedience.
“The Church®, she dared two say,

This seeynd title i3 the -

est quom disclpulu

yel that theology appears theee bate
of any scicntific clothing,

Bul whal sinkes us muost about
the Saint 15 her nfused wisdom.
That is to say, lucid, profound and
inebrlating absorption of the divine
truths and the mystetics of the faith
«onfained in the Holy Books of the
Ol and New Testaments. That as
similation was certalnly favoured by
most singular natural gifts, buti it
was alwo evidenlly sometung pro-
digicus. due to 8 chevism of wisdom
from the Holy Spirit, u mystic cha-
rism.

In her writings Catherine of Sie-
na provides us with one of the most
splendid examples of those charisms
of axhorigtion, of e word of wis
dont and the word of knowledge

* whidl; Suint Paul describes as belng

in aperanon in some faithful beleng-
ing to early Christinn comnunities.
He desived that use of them should
be well disciplined. and pointed out
that such gifts are not s much
for she benefit of those cndowed
with them, ag for the whole body
ot the—Church.  In that body, he
wenl on 10 explain, “the Spiiit who
distributes his gifts to cach one as
e wills (i5) onc und the same®
(I Car 12, 11). Henee the benefjt
of the spirilual ucasmes which his
Spint distubuies ought 1o devolve
to ali the members of the mystical
organism of Christ {¢f t Cor 11,
3 Rom 12, 8; 1 Tim. 6. 2; Tit.
3,15

Boctontt eius fsealicet Catlrerinue)
deytaseha fuily privs wragisira visu
{Proc. Cust,
1, ¢). Her docttinc was not ac-
quired: she was a teacher even bes
fore she was a pupil. This s what
Piue 11 smd in his Bull of Can-
onization  {ndeed, huw many rays
of aupahumen wisdom, How many
urgent calls to imilption of Christ
in all the mysteries of ks life and
his sullering, how many efficacious
teachings about the practice of the
virtues proper to the various stales
in life, sue scaftered thtongh the
Sajnt’s works! Hor Letlers aie like
5o many sparks from & myslerious
fire, Iit in her ardeni heart by In-
finite Love, that is, the Holy Spirit,

Incarnate Word

“is nothing else but Chuist himself”,
{Letrer 171, ¢d. P, Misciatglli, 11§,

Whet deep respet then and pas-
sionaic bove did the Samt not have
for the Roman Tontiffl We Our-
s¢lf, the least of the servants of
Ged, personglty owe Cathesine im-
rachsy grafitude today, certainly not
because of the honpur thar might
redound o our humble person, but
becavse of the mystical apologia
which sle made for the apostolic
office of Peter's Successor, Who
dois not remember? In him she
saw il dolce Criste 1 ferra—sweet
Christ on earth (Leit. 196, ed. cir.
111, 211}, 'To him is duc {ilia! af-
fection ond obedience. hecause
*Whoever is disobedient 1o Christ
on eath, who 1eprosents Chiist in
hcaven, does nel share in the fruil
of the Blood of the Son of Ged”
(Lett, 207, ed cit.,, 100, 270).

Almost anticipating not only the
doctrice but also the language of
the 11 Vatican Council itselE (Dogm.
Const. Lumen Gentinm, Mo, 23) she
wrote (¢ Pope Urban ¥I: “Most holy
Falhel... you know the great neces.
sity for you and for holy Church
to keep this people {of Florence)
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¥ A parads down Via Conclllszlone wnth bands
pluybng, flugs weving, ard large tiovpz in medlevel coalume [ent @ canival air to

the festivitlas.

in obedicnee and reverence 1o Your
Holiness, since hers is the head and
beginning of our Eaith® (Lt 170,
ed 2k 110, 75).

She also addressed pressing exhor-
tatishs 1o Cardinals and (o mapy
Bishops and priests; nor did she
spare them sitong reproaches, hut
always with deep humility and
respect for thefr dignity os ministers
of the Blood of Christ.

Catherine could not forget that
she wes the daughier of a religious
Oider, one of the most glodous and
active . the Church. She therefora
had sioguler esteem for what she
colled “the holy religions™. She con.
sidered them s a bond of union
between the mystical Body, cousti-
futed by 1eprescniatives of Chiist

Her role in

Aund how could we forget the n-
iense work she did for reform of
the Church? She addressed her ex-
horiations principally to sacred Pos-
tors, Jor she was disgustad and had
haly scorn for the indolence of moro
than a few of them, and she fumed
ut their slienee while the flock en-
trusted to them waos lost and ruined.
“Albs, be silont no Jonger! Cry with
o hundred thousand tongues”, she
wrile 1o a high prolate; *1 see that
the world is spoift through refusal
to speak out, Christ's Spouse is pal-
lid; her colour has been laken from
her becpuse her blood has heen
sucked our of her, that blood which

 Blood of Christ* (Lert. 16

(accovdling to a description of her
own} and the univenal budy of the
Christtan veligion, that is, 1he or-
dinery failhful, She demanded that
1eligious should have fidelily 1o their
lofty calling, through gencious peac-
tice of the virtues ond observance
of therr respective rules,

The Ity were not last in her
maternal solicitude,  She sent nu-
merous lively letters o lay people,
calling o them ¢ be prompt of
practise the Christian vitlues iyl
the dulies of theiv stale. and to
be inspired with ardent love of Ged
and thelr neighbour, for these too
are living members of the mystical
Body. “She” (the Church), the Salnt
seid, “1= Jounded on lovc end is
love useH” (Letf. 105, ed G. Gigli).

Church reform

to the Cardinel of Ostia, ed. L Fer
retti, 1, 84)

And what did she mean by re-
newal and reform of the Churck?
Certainly not the ovedthrow of its
basic siructures, 1ebellion against (he
Pastors, a Eréa rein for personol cha-
1lsms, arbitrary innovations in wos.
ship and discipline, such os some
would like in cur day. On the con-
\fary, she repeatedly sifirms that
beauty would be given back 1o the
Spausc of Christ and it would bo
necessary  to miake veforms “not
with war, but with peace and quiet,
with the humble end conlinuons
prayees, sweat and tears of the ser
vanls of God" (cf, Dialague chs.

Pope’s Message to Assisi
on Feast of Saint Francis

On the occaslon of welebrawon
of the feast of Saant Francis of
Assist, enpaliron with Salnt Cathe
enng of Slene, of Ttaly, the ok
lowlng telcgram Was sent by the
Cardinal Secrelary of Siakc:

To Hw Eminence

Cardmal Silvie OJdi,

the Holy Sce's Dolegue
for the Pmiriarchal Bawiliia
of Samt Frapus ol Assiy

The fitwgial feast of Saint Franws
af Assizl, mh\mnly colebrated with special
patticipation hy region ol ihe Yenclo,
rapresenting, all the Communes of luly,
affers Holy Futher wehome occasun 1o
runew exghossions of Bls bepovehence fou
the Itilun people on Lhiy gccusrence,
hls year renslercd so meamngiul by proc-

lamation of Saial Catlering wv Loctor
of the Church

May oll Itafinns look upon Ihe bright
cxpmples of thuir Potrons and always
heep antict miberltance of faith, of at-
tmlfmem 1o Ih Chureh, of unspoilt moral
vitree as 4 living fTame., symbal ul whith
15 volive lamp olfered for the seneraled
tosmb uf Ihe Seraphie Palriarch i name
of vanre Wution,

With these prayers Hely Faiboe ime
ploses connoued divine puaces for peace,
prospctity und civil progress of beloved
ltaly  Imporis desired Aposiolic Beaudie-
Loy 19 Yuur Lnunence, o represvalative
wf Iwlian Governmer), Punrlarch of Yens
e, Epucupate ol Ddlegarions of V-
nelisn Repion, 1o deservgpg Franuiscan
Orders, 10 veukeuiastical, Livi] and mistary
authoriues, msts and faichful gathered
lo pray n hitoneal saneiary

CARDINAL VILION

XV, LXXXVI, ed. cit., pp. 44, 1971,
Far the Samt, therefore 1t was o
mattec aheve all of Tneror relorm,
then exlerior 1eform, but atways in
communion end filiul obedicnce 1o
Christ's raghtful representatives,
Wus our mosi devoted Virgm also
a politecion? Yoy, undoubtedly? And
in sn excepricnal way, in a whoily
spiridual neceptance of the word.
But she scornfully refected the ne-
cusation of being & pehticod med-
dlcr, which some of Iwi [ellow
lownspeople wade sgainst her  She

" owrote {0 one of theme *LARd my

[eflow citiqcens believe thal nepol-
ndons me going on by means of
me or the compeny thal | have
with me- they nre lelling the nuth;
but they do not know i, wd they
are propliesying; for [ do nul wish,
and | do not wish these who nee
with me. to do anything but what
is concerned with defenting ihe de-
mon and depriving him of the lord-
stup which he has seized over man
throsgh moetal sin, and 1o take Lhe

fitred oul of his henet and bring

him to peane with Chiist Cioerfied

Offering her life

The fesson which this politieal wo-
man sl geaeris gives us still keeps
it meuning and vdluz, even though
there 15 o moie sirongly felt need
today 0 make the due distinction
betwedn the things that aie Caesar’s
and the ihings thal are God's, be-
tween Church and State,  The Samt's
politlcal magisterium had s most
genuine and perliet expicssion in
this Japidary sentence of hers; "No
staie can he preserved in civil Tnw
and diving law 1 B stale of gracs
withoul holy Justice™ {Duwdogae, ch
XIX, ed. cit. p. 281).

Cathetine was not conlent with
heving canicd out o intense and
most vast work ol {ruth and good-
ness in word and in witing  She
desiied [0 seal it all with the Lnal
offer of fet [ife. for Ihe mystical
Body of Christ, which is the Church,
at the still youthful ope of 33 veoars,
Figm her deathbed, surrounded by
fafthlul disciples in a livde cell by
the church of Sante Maria sopr
Minerva at Rome, she addressed this

aml with N neighbour®  (Letter
CXXIE ed, . 11, 235),
moving prayer .do \he Lord. Tt is

4 tue lestament of fajth snd wmast
ardent Jove: “O elernul Gorl. reconve
the saurefice of my life jor (the
stk of) ihis newstical bady of haly
Chureh. | have uolhing olher 1o
give bui what thou hust gwen ine,
Take iy heari, thorefare, und press
it out over the fuce of this spouse”
{Lett, 371, cd. L. Ferretti. V. pp.
I0I-300

This was a message uf a most
pure [aith, of zn acdent love, of
a humble and generous dedicalion
1o the Catholic Church, as the mys.
tical Body and Spouse of the divine
Rodeemer,  This mossape wos Iyp-
ical of the new Doctor of Lhe
Church, Catlerine of Sicna, to en-
hghien wnd give cxample 0 alf who
glory in belonging o the Church.
Lot us” recelve this messuge in a
gruteful and gencrows spiiil, that
il may be a light for aur carthly
Iife and a pledge of future scourc
membership of the Churel triumph-
ont in heaven, So may it be!

JLet us receive
this message
.85 @ pledge

of future segure

membersﬁip of the

Church Triumphant
*In heaven"
~—Pope PAUL VI

Glorglo Scarpate: « The Dlyine Cmndy' #. Paradise,
<. XVIl. Martyrs of the Faith. '




